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By judgment dated October 17, 2018 (docket no. 5 Ni 58/16 

(EP)), the German Federal Patent Court revoked the German 

part of the European patent 1 206 831 B1, owned by 

ParkerVision GmbH in its entirety in nullity proceedings 

instituted by Qualcomm Inc. The attacked patent relates to a 

modem for a wireless local area network and a respective 

method. 

ParkerVision GmbH’s European patent 1 206 831 (“the patent”) provides a particular 

circuit for frequency upconverting a signal to a higher frequency used for transmission 

over a wireless medium. This may be used for instance in WLAN-modems or mobile 

phones. 

Based on said patent, ParkerVision GmbH had sued Apple and LG Electronics for 

alleged patent infringement in 2016. In view of this, Qualcomm Inc., which is one of the 

major suppliers for chips for wireless telecommunication devices, decided to file a 

nullity complaint against ParkerVision GmbH in 2016. The respective infringement 

cases at the Regional Court of Munich were already stayed in the meantime in light of 

said nullity complaint. In the present decision of the Federal Patent Court, the invalidity 

of the patent was confirmed. Although ParkerVision GmbH also tried to defend the 

patent in limited form based on five auxiliary requests, the Federal Patent Court 

ultimately followed Qualcomm Inc.’s arguments and revoked the German part of the 

patent in its entirety. 

The nullity proceedings are part of an international patent litigation between Qualcomm 

Inc. and ParkerVision GmbH as well as related ParkerVision companies. 

 

Representatives of Qualcomm Inc.: BARDEHLE PAGENBERG (Munich) 

Dr. Niels Malkomes (German and European Patent Attorney, Partner) 

Dr. Hans Wegner (German and European Patent Attorney, Partner) 

Johannes Heselberger (Attorney-at-Law & European Patent Attorney,  

Managing Partner) 

Representatives of ParkerVision GmbH:  Peterreins Schley (Munich) 

Dr. Jan-Malte Schley (German and European Patent Attorney) 

Felix Glöckler (German and European Patent Attorney) 

Dr. Ralph Nack (Attorney-at-Law; Noerr, Munich) 

https://www.bardehle.com/team/detail/malkomes-niels.html
https://www.bardehle.com/team/detail/wegner-hans.html
https://www.bardehle.com/team/detail/heselberger-johannes.html
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BARDEHLE PAGENBERG combines the professional expertise of attorneys-at-law, 

patent attorneys, professional representatives before the European Patent Office, 

specialized trademark lawyers and qualified technical consultants. Our consulting 

services are tailored to our clients' individual needs and the specific circumstances of 

each case. 

 

Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/bardehleIP  
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